
 

 
 

 

 

  

 
 
 

  

HARMFUL ALGAL BLOOMS IN FT. POND PERSIST 
CCOM'S WEEKLY TESTING PROGRAM AIDS TRIATHLON RELOCATION 

 

 

This graph tracks both bacteria AND harmful algal levels in Fort Pond from May - September 2018 

 
Thanks to CCOM's new weekly testing program for Harmful Algal Blooms (HAB's) in Ft. Pond, 
the organizer of Saturday's Mighty Man Triathlon was able to make an informed decision to 

move the competition from Ft. Pond to safer waters at Navy Beach. 
 

CCOM partnered with the Gobler Lab at Stony Brook Southampton in May 2018, conducting 
weekly testing in Ft. Pond for HAB's of cyanobacteria,  or blue-green algae.  Blue-green algae 

are microscopic plants that flourish with nutrients - nitrogen in stormwater runoff from lawns, 
and failing cesspools and septic systems - and warm, sunny weather. 

 
In the past, HAB testing in Ft. Pond was sporadic.  Because Ft. Pond has traditionally tested 
positive for HAB's, CCOM identified a potentially serious public health risk and proactively 

began weekly testing and reporting to the public.  Real science is driving the management and 
programmatic decisions we make here at CCOM and in our community. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pBe5JocZaLpZ2KfYM2M0UIvfqxaehSHG6KsPg5djwZWYbehoN70HJ0ByB-0YLTBkojX8jqVqLiH2wLlaezlrbiMAWjozXKzk6wEOnzmmbV4tg-WwO3mP03nQyn0ZiybiUqZAVNbMd-u5Ulvrpt4OQ3lpKgzAiIwmfiAsdAPtwlq3DYP3GNZ3_0izAJJ1Jmu0vbpR8IpxDRcHpdt4O6frmCoNEdJbnId0oLIXwib8w-FEVXjzdq7ntchAG7zu6HS4&c=vqeMAFmkxG_BKqL5GO4hl7RQOhiDtrzhV9V6QlCTIVeEoTKZm7OxfQ==&ch=AnKwU7fhnA8xOUGYpoTj_v00jijGBsvCN4quOY4CbS2mZZGpLB2vQw==


 
Additionally, since 2013, CCOM has 

been testing for the bacteria 
enterococcus throughout the Town 

of East Hampton in partnership 
with Surfrider's Blue Water Task 
Force. Enterococcus is a bacteria 

found in the guts of warm-blooded 
animals.  It enters our waterways 
via high tides, stormwater runoff, 
wildlife and dog excrement, and 

cesspools and septic systems sitting 
in water. 

 
CCOM created the Save the Lake - 

Save the Pond outreach program to 
educate Montauk residents and 

businesses about simple actions all 
of us can take to collectively restore Montauk's water quality. 

 

 
 

CCOM Clean Water Steward Volunteer Pauline Rosen & CCOM Vice 
President Jessica James educating visitors about CCOM's vital water 

testing programs at Saturday's Mighty Man Triathlon. 

DID YOU KNOW...? 
 

You can help improve Montauk's water 
quality simply through the things you do 

on your own property. 
 

There are 3 easy actions you can take: 
1. Pump your septic system every 3-5 

years 
2. Avoid using chemical fertilizers & 

pesticides 
3. Choose low maintenance native 

plants for your garden 
 

Do your part to improve water quality. 
 

Call Hamptons Septic Services 
(631) 267-7515 & mention CCOM's 

coupon to receive 15% off! 
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pBe5JocZaLpZ2KfYM2M0UIvfqxaehSHG6KsPg5djwZWYbehoN70HJ6L0caeE9rtVlGImK7tzL2-qqSm0TcW5EUXGoJExIIq38WDpaEXlfR-XBRZDabD15cpdFAE9n9CWA1YMQMMCFImf-6DqKVbI75m3s1srgrFCLRNF5oQ_JxuLoHKepkMVVyLyQHgHpUeIQDB9ocg9y8SjBzltMMo6srG7q5Coja6PRZNfP7bv9XwibYdMVmSo8w==&c=vqeMAFmkxG_BKqL5GO4hl7RQOhiDtrzhV9V6QlCTIVeEoTKZm7OxfQ==&ch=AnKwU7fhnA8xOUGYpoTj_v00jijGBsvCN4quOY4CbS2mZZGpLB2vQw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pBe5JocZaLpZ2KfYM2M0UIvfqxaehSHG6KsPg5djwZWYbehoN70HJ6L0caeE9rtVlGImK7tzL2-qqSm0TcW5EUXGoJExIIq38WDpaEXlfR-XBRZDabD15cpdFAE9n9CWA1YMQMMCFImf-6DqKVbI75m3s1srgrFCLRNF5oQ_JxuLoHKepkMVVyLyQHgHpUeIQDB9ocg9y8SjBzltMMo6srG7q5Coja6PRZNfP7bv9XwibYdMVmSo8w==&c=vqeMAFmkxG_BKqL5GO4hl7RQOhiDtrzhV9V6QlCTIVeEoTKZm7OxfQ==&ch=AnKwU7fhnA8xOUGYpoTj_v00jijGBsvCN4quOY4CbS2mZZGpLB2vQw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pBe5JocZaLpZ2KfYM2M0UIvfqxaehSHG6KsPg5djwZWYbehoN70HJ9B1Gxwy8IuCVrWEyS_gg9ZSP-OWUHtfMF-8Cnhpd6KYETvsIQs4yn_xi1GjtyGI5R-hYxPQ3cUatBHuAgUqb0ExQtoXUugLcQyxpOQWhUVJ8L0EJdB58zF5n8yquyYU3g==&c=vqeMAFmkxG_BKqL5GO4hl7RQOhiDtrzhV9V6QlCTIVeEoTKZm7OxfQ==&ch=AnKwU7fhnA8xOUGYpoTj_v00jijGBsvCN4quOY4CbS2mZZGpLB2vQw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pBe5JocZaLpZ2KfYM2M0UIvfqxaehSHG6KsPg5djwZWYbehoN70HJ0ByB-0YLTBks_gXUA-QC5oXM9Sjea0_ICRZoleQOO8ur1H-B20uy0mfwMpTmovKxruXqp3Jz6tx2u4BO1Y5DRQA5VUsrNYXnUNXuiS1m6LndLzPFBwZAcWsAP3UjkndWwHHYnrshjzdTPlifOV5a1hNEaHijw0e_II3j16Uky3OyHcexLT1JtVKPhEFrFPCsVML9i-VNght5ftQIo-BkHI=&c=vqeMAFmkxG_BKqL5GO4hl7RQOhiDtrzhV9V6QlCTIVeEoTKZm7OxfQ==&ch=AnKwU7fhnA8xOUGYpoTj_v00jijGBsvCN4quOY4CbS2mZZGpLB2vQw==

